THE MORAL COMMITMENT
PROBLEM,

MORAL EMOTIONS, AND MORAL
JUDGMENTS.

AN EVOLUTIONARY ANALYSIS
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WHAT IS
COOPERATION?

*Nofte: self-interest is understood as a psychological mechanism
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Figure: The two dimensions of social life for complex organisms
(Tomasello, 2016: p. 10)
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THE MORAL COMMITMENT PROBLEM

Broadly, speaking any situation in which you are
tempted to do something but know it would be a great
mistake if everybody did the same thing, is likely to be

a commitment problem
Adapted from Ridley (1996)




SOLUTIONS TO THE MORAL -,‘

COMMITMENT PROBLEM

COOPERATE

Humans have a “capacity for commitment” that is part of our
behavioral repertoire.

“Capacity for commitment” facilitated by moral emotions such DEFECT
as guilt, shame, anger, disgust.

Moral emotions are evolved psychological mechanisms —
commitment devices - that, at least partially, motivate people to
‘commit’ to cooperation in interactions involving a conflict of
interest.

See work of e.g. Alexander (1987), Curry (2016), de Waal (Frank
(1988, 2001), Greene (2013), Haidt (2012), Nesse (2001),
Tomasello (2016), Trivers (1971)........
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THE MORAL COMMITMENT

» Subtype of anger
 Involved in condemning others (Haidt, 2003)

- Trigger: a perceived lack of reciprocity

EMOTIONS
» Function: serves as a protective mechanism to uphold
COOPE and enforce reciprocity (Trivers, 1971, 2006)
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

Social preferences

Emotional commitment devices

Social commitment devices

Empathic concern
Altruistic preferences
Self-enhancing
motives

Group-inclusive
motives

Moral indignation

Anticipated guilt

Moral judgment /

Intention to steal
Intention to break a promise
Intention to punish a free rider




MORAL JUDGMENT

Moral judgment
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SOCIAL PREFERENCES

Empathic concern

Altruistic preferences

Self-enhancing motives
Group-inclusive motives




SOCIAL PREFERENCES

Empathic concern

Altruistic preferences -

Self-enhancing motives
Group-inclusive motives




SOCIAL PREFERENCES

Empathic concern

Altruistic preferences

Self-enhancing motive
Group-inclusive motive

Adapted from Declerck and Boone (2016)



CONCEPTUAL MODEL- HYPOTHESES

Social preferences

Emotional commitment devices

Social commitment devices
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Intention to punish a free rider

Moral judgment




n=435

[
Mean_age: 19,99
SD: 3,9 years
[
n=1061
Mean_age: 19,85
SD: 2,9 years

RESEARCH

DESIGN

Online survey
2 written scenarios




RESULTS
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FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

1. Expanding the range of moral commitment problems
E.g. violence toward out-groups

2. Exploring additional emotions
E.g. Disgust

3. Modeling the individual-context interaction
E.g. interaction personal traits and situational factors in shaping moral decisions
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SCENARIO

‘BREAKING A PROMISE’
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